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PRESIDENT’S COLUMN

— FCFI —

August 2, 2014, FCFI Presidents Address
FCFI 21st Annual Conference, Covington, KY
Greeting fellow Christian sojourners,
This article seeks to motivate all members to “Actively Engaged
Discipleship” in 2015! The FCFI Conference Planning Committee
selected Mark 9:35, “Anyone who wants to be first must take last place
and be the servant of everyone else,” as this year’s Conference theme.
We hope all members will grab hold of this challenging verse and
B. Todd Brace
FCFI President
apply it in the areas of Farm Show Evangelism, Rapid Relief Response
if disaster hits and/or joining in on a winter FCFI mission trip. As you
proceed in love, be aware of those around you by loving God, loving the people with
whom we serve, and loving those we serve. To follow are insightful highlights from this
year’s workshops.
How well are we doing, really, at loving God? When God looks at us individually, does
He see a heart that wholly and truly loves Him or a half hearted heart? Our life’s response
to The Great Commandment is critical. Dave Carter, FCFI member and farmer from
Kokomo, IN, lead a whole workshop at the Conference on Growing Deeper into Christian
Discipleship. He stressed disciplined-daily-devotion and recommended Oswald
Chambers’ book, My Upmost for His Highest as a guide. Building on Dave’s suggestion,
I’ll let March 3rd conclude my point. If you don’t have a copy of this insightful, daily
devotion, call the FCFI office for a free copy while supply lasts.
Loving those with whom we serve is an uplifting joy. Not lovingly relating to those
closest to us in our life journey drains and depresses us, destroying plans and pursuits.
In our Mark 9:35 theme verse, Jesus directs us to be “the servant of everyone else”. Plain
and simple, this means making ourselves available to other people, particularly other
Christians. Andy Dahlquist, Idaho FCFI member, former college math professor and 35
(continued on page 4)

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR’S COLUMN
This issue of Profit magazine can be used as a worksheet to plan your
late fall and winter ministry plans.
The 2014-2015 Mission trip schedule is on pages 6-7. The Fellowship
is returning to Haiti thanks to our ministry partner, Global Compassion
Network. Sukup Safety Homes will be assembled on the trip and low
input food production will be developed in Haiti. Lord willing, Dave
Carter and Joe Bachman will lead small teams to Torreon , Mexico
to rekindle our friendships with our Mexican brothers and sisters.
Due to violence, FCFI has not been to Mexico since February 2009.
Dennis Schlagel
FCFI Executive Director
George and Julie Holmes are planning their 21st winter in Albania in a
wonderful mission setting.
The farm show schedule is bigger than ever. Your continued support of the Fellowship’s
outreach events is needed. The Lord is continuing to bless the opportunity to share the
gospel at farm shows in New Zealand. New Zealand is celebrating 200 years since an
Australian farmer named, Samuel Marsden, preached the gospel in the Bay of Islands in
December 1814. FCFI has been part of the this year long , nationwide outreach campaign,
called “Hope Project NZ” www.alltogether.co.nz
Thank you for your faithful prayer and financial support of the Fellowship of Christian
Farmers, International. We are praying for your safety as you harvest crops this fall. See you
soon at a farm show near you.
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RAPID RESPONSE DISASTER RELIEF
During the 20th FCF International Conference in Cincinnati, keynote speaker, Tim Haas, National Director of Samaritan’s Purse,
observed that FCFI could use some additional equipment in its long term recovery in rural America. Tim had arrived in Cincinnati
from a Samaritan’s Purse first response campaign in New York and New Jersey following Tropical Storm Sandy. Ministry was
difficult for Tim and the entire Samaritan’s Purse team. Time spent with farmers at the 20th International Conference was an
encouragement to Tim and his wife. The Fellowship has worked with Samaritan’s Purse in several storms, most recently in Greeley,
Colorado following record flooding on the South Platte River. Samaritan’s Purse is a tremendous ministry partner.
In March Tom Fitschen and Dave Stutzman from Illinois
drove to North Wilkesboro, North Carolina to meet Tim
Haas at the Samaritan’s Purse headquarters. Samaritan’s
Purse donated a 40 foot “toy hauler” style trailer that will
serve as a command trailer for future FCFI disaster relief
campaigns. The trailer features a living quarters in the
front and a cargo area in the rear. The rear door drops
into a ramp allowing equipment to be driven into the
trailer.
A corporate or individual sponsor is needed to “wrap”
the new Command Trailer as shown on the Profit Cover.
The vinyl wrap would update the trailer and has space
for a company logo.

The living quarters features a couch, table, kitchen and
restroom complete with a toilet and shower. The queen size
bed sets up over the fifth wheel hitch. Couples are needed to
commit to several weeks of service to help volunteer teams
as they arrive to work in a disaster setting. Team leaders
direct the projects, but key leadership is needed to staff the
Command Trailer as disasters take place.

Samaritan’s Purse built storage shelves and tool cabinets
into the cargo area of the new Command Trailer. FCFI
needs to assess how this area needs to be set up for
tool storage and equipment hauling. The trailer needs a
generator. FCFI has riveted the exterior aluminum siding
panels that were originally glued together in 2006. One
three foot panel was replaced near the side entry door.
Lord willing, this “farm shop” area can develop as we face
future disasters. The fifth wheel hitch is equipped to
receive a 2 5/16th’s ball. Whether to use farmer trucks or
find a used Ford F-350 flatbed type truck to dedicate to
pulling the unit is under consideration. Pray for wisdom
in this area.
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21st ANNUAL FCFI CONFERNCE - COVINGTON, KY
Continued from page 2 - President’s Column
year shepherd of 4400 sheep, challenged the seasoned Christians at the 2014 FCFI
Conference to share their knowledge of God and His ways with others through
“mentoring”. A mentor is a trusted advisor. A mentor, usually an older person, carefully
conveys their guiding knowledge through one on one or small group settings. Andy
encouraged us to engage mentoring by highlighting many enjoyable benefits of
this discipleship technique for both the student and the teacher. Recently, the FCFI
Board elevated meeting in small groups as a major mission goal. On a related note,
Jeremy Stout, pastor of Bible Baptist Church, of Marysville, Ohio led a workshop
based on results in his congregation and reports from FCFI Farm Show Evangelism
in both Canada the USA confirming a growing cooperation between FCFI Chapters
and local Church congregations which is yielding greater soul winning results.
Loving those we serve expands our heart. First John 3:18 seems to help me grasp a
higher grip when he says,’ ...let’s stop saying we love each other, let us really show it by our actions”. Geri Campbell, founder of In
Step Ministries Theater Productions, encouraged attendees to love others with a love so strong and faithful it cannot be stopped
even when we are rejected and hurt repeatedly by those we serve. The story of Gomer illustrated her point. Learn more from
her and FCFI’s website.
That’s all for now fellow sojourners. I hope to see you along The Way.
In Christ’s love, Todd Brace
Area Leader Walter Powell, Omega,
Georgia, was the worship leader for
the Sunday Service at the 21st FCF
International Conference. Walter and
his wife, Becky, represent the Fellowship
at farm shows and chapter meetings
throughout the southeast USA. The
Sunbelt Ag Expo in Moultrie, Georgia,
October 14-16th is one of the largest
farm show outreaches FCFI organizes.
8,000 people will hear the gospel and
get a wordless walking stick during the
three days. Many will pray to receive
Christ as Saviour.

Area Leader Bill Brown, from Marcy,
New York, was a workshop speaker at
the 21st FCF International Conference
in Cincinnati, Ohio. Bill Brown and
his wife, Kathy, organize farm show
exhibits in New York and throughout
New England. In 2000 Bill Brown led
the expansion of FCFI to Canada.
Today, hundreds of farm show events
take place throughout the provinces.
Bill’s workshop encouraged all to get
involved in local outreaches and form
local chapters.

Paul Herrold, Westville, Indiana
presented the ministry
opportunities to share the love of
the Lord in the midst of a tornado
disaster. Paul and his wife, Sarah,
are shown with their family in
Washington, Illinois. Washington,
Illinois had an EF-4 tornado on
November 17, 2013. Paul arrived to
work with a team of 8 men on the
first day volunteers were allowed to
enter the city.
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21st ANNUAL FCFI CONFERNCE - COVINGTON, KY
The Creation Museum provided
two work shops for the children
at this year’s Conference. Julie
Anderson, is shown with her three
children holding a python during
the workshop. Julie’s husband,
Dennis Anderson, together are
Disaster Relief Directors for Global
Compassion Network.

Area Leader Gary Beery, Radnor , Ohio was a workshop speaker at the 21st FCF
International Conference in Cincinnati. Gary represents the Fellowship in Ohio,
Michigan, Indiana and Kentucky. One of the ministries “stick piles” is at Gary’s
place. The National Farm Machinery Show, Farm Science Review, Michigan Ag
Expo, and the National FFA Expo are coordinated by Gary Beery, just to name
a few. The National FFA Expo is October 29-31 in Louisville, Kentucky. Pray for
Gary as he leads this outreach among the 55,000 FFA members expected to
attend this year’s Convention.

The Conference Auction has been a lot of fun as people bid on farm
antiques, quilts, honey, maple syrup, and home preserves. Bob Carpenter,
Dean Baker and Jim Wish , shown on the right, worked the crowd for bids to
raise funding for the FCFI ministry.
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Albania

2014-2015 MISSION TRIP SCHEDULE
Group one - January 26-February 9, 2015
Group two - February 23-March 9, 2015
Cost: Airfare plus $850.00

George and Julie Holmes are planning their 21st winter in
Albania. The disciple building Sowers Team continues to lead
Children’s meetings in two villages. The Sowers team is faithful
serving the Lord in eight villages with youth meetings in two of
these villages. People on the Albania Mission trip are involved
in all aspects of the ministry. George and Julie Holmes have a
budget of $18,000 needed to support the Sower team in 2015.

Florida
8th Annual Trip to ECHO Educational Concerns for Hunger Organization
Fort Myers, Florida
www.echonet.org
October 27-31, 2014
Cost: $320.00 per person from Fort Myers (includes food and lodging)
Work Projects include plumbing, electric, outside repairs, irrigation repairs, ditch digging, landscaping,
mulching, trimming, planting, harvesting, general maintenance, power washing, cleaning and building
construction.
Contact Bill and Kathy Brown at 315-736-5964 or 315-749-6823 to join the team.

Florida
5th Annual FCFI Mission Trip to Reality Ranch Ministries
Zolfo Springs, Florida
www.realityranchministries.org
November 3-8, 2014
00
Cost: $320. per person (from Orlando, FL) Includes food, lodging, and materials.
Work Projects: Build roof over livestock pens in rodeo arena. Repairing horse corrals. Lots of smaller
maintenance jobs including, painting, pressure washing, fence, rebuilding rodeo arena. A job for
everyone! For more information contact:
Ron & Deb Herrold 219-916-3535 or 219-916-3994 or Bill & Kathy Brown 315-736-5964 or 315-749-6823

Page 6

THE PROFIT MAGAZINE - VOLUME 2 • 2014

2014-2015 MISSION TRIP SCHEDULE

Haiti

Second FCFI Haiti Mission trip to build Sukup
Safe T Homes
Global Compassion Network Dennis Anderson
Date: January 10-20, 2015
Cost: $150 per day in country plus airfare

Contact the FCFI Home Office for details. 309-365-8710 or fellowship@fcfi.org

South Texas
6th Annual Mission Trip to McAllen, Texas
Date: January 10-17, 2015
McAllen , Texas is in the middle of the immigration problems on the Texas border. Many of our friends
in the area are involved in the feeding and care of children from Central America who have entered the
United States without their parents. FCFI is not sure what the South Texas Mission Trip will involve this
coming January. For More information contact:
Ron & Deb Herrold 219-916-3535 or Kendal & Virginia Pliner 515-570-0058

Mexico
The Fellowship of Christian Farmers, International is planning to return to Torreon and Gomez Palacio
in January & February 2015. A scouting trip took place in July to see firsthand the safety level for
Americans in Torreon. The teams will be small (4-5 people) and it would be great to have a Spanish
speaker on each team. Pastor Antonio Gomez and Pastor Rumaldo Sandete invite FCFI teams to return
to Mexico.
Contact the FCFI Home Office for details. 309-365-8710 or fellowship@fcfi.org

New Zealand
The Fellowship of Christian Farmers, International have two teams go to New Zealand in 2015. We will
assist New Zealand farmers in organizing exhibits at two farm shows. Additional time will be added so
folks can see New Zealand and visit NZ farming operations.
South Island Agricultural Field Days
National Fieldays
March 25-27, 2015
June 10-13, 2015
Christchurch (Kirwee), South Island
Hamilton, North Island
For more information contact the FCFI Home Office at fellowship@fcfi.org or phone 309-365-8710
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TORREON, MEXICO
The Fellowship of Christian Farmers, International suspended its Mexico Mission trip schedule after the February 2009 trips to
Torreon, Mexico. Local church planting missionaries Rev. Edward Williamson and Pastor Antonio Gomez recommended to the FCFI
Board of Directors that it was too dangerous for farmers to travel to Torreon. In July 2014 Joe & Judy Bachman and Rachel Schlagel
flew to Torreon at the invitation of Pastor Gomez. Lord willing, small groups of 4-5 farmers will resume Mexico Mission trips in
January 2015 to assist our many Mexican pastoral friends and their families. Exact trip dates will be announced as soon as possible.
Joe and Judy
Bachman with
longtime friends
Pastor Rumaldo and
his wife, Rebecca.
Their youngest
daughter, Karen, is
shown on the left.
Pastor Rumaldo,
was the senior
Pastor at the Mon
Clova Bible College
in 1989 when FCFI
first travelled to
Mexico.

Mexican farmer Israel and his wife Regina with Joe Bachman on the farm in July
2014. Joe has been a mentor to Israel for over 15 years. Israel operates the center
pivot farm near Chavez.
Many FCFI Mexico
Mission trips have
been hosted by
Felipe and Maria.
Their son, Enrique
and family are
planning to build
a church and are
inviting farmers to
come to Mexico
to help build it.
Enrique has been
mentored by Pastor
Rumaldo.
Pastor Antonio Gomez
expressed his desire to
have FCFI teams return to
Torreon. “ The devil has been
running through the streets
of Torreon long enough. It
is time to accommodate
the growth of the church
during this stressful time
in Mexico.” Pastor Tony
explained. Sixteen church
members have been killed
in senseless violence in the
past two years. The church
has grown over 200 people
in that same time.

This is a photo of Pastor Tony’s church in 2009. The walls have been
completed and now rooms for Sunday School and the Amigo de
Samuel school need to be built. FCFI teams could build with our
Mexican brothers and sisters inside the walls of the compound.
Teams would stay with church families instead of motels.

Rachel Schlagel, Judy Bachman and Pastor Antonio
Gomez (L to R) pictured in front of Amigo de Samuel
school for special needs students. FCFI teams
helped build the school. Now due to violence, the
Amigo de Samuel school would be safer at the new
church location.
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FARM PROGRESS SHOW - BOONE, IA
The Fellowship of Christian Farmers, International tent is up with
flags from around the world flying, welcoming guests at the Farm
Progress Show, August 26-28th in Boone, Iowa. Thirty-one FCFI
members from, Iowa, Illinois, Florida, Indiana, Nebraska, Tennessee,
Missouri, and Wisconsin traveled to Boone, Iowa to be part of the
outreach team. Hidden Acres Christian Center in rural Dayton,
Iowa provided three nights lodging for FCFI.

Christian music group, “Heart Song” from Fairmont, Minnesota
performed nine times throughout the Farm Progress Show.
Doug and Judy Peterson, who farm near East Chain, MN lead the
group and presented show goers with free CD’s of Heart Song.

The Lord provided three fluent Spanish speakers to share the
gospel message with Argentine farmers. One of the Spanish
speakers was Rachel Schlagel, shown right, who also got to
interact with farm families from Argentina.

Duane Reynolds, Litchfield, Nebraska, shares the wordless
walking stick message with two Iowa farmers at the Farm
Progress Show in Boone, Iowa. Rainfall cancelled the third day
of the FPS. Rain also caused cancellations at the Husker Harvest
Days one week later in Grand Island , Nebraska.
Peggy Korn, center, from Brownsville, Tennessee, interacts
with a farm couple at the Farm Progress Show. Peggy and
her husband, Nick, are active workers at farm shows where
FCFI has an exhibit. The Korns plan to attend the National
FFA Expo, October 29-31st in Louisville, Kentucky.
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NEW ZEALAND FIELDAYS
New Zealand Christians are celebrating the 200th anniversary of Samuel Marsden’s preaching the gospel in the Bay of Islands,
Northland in 1814. Marsden was a Prison Chaplain and farmer in New South Wales, Australia. His farming operation included 2900
acres of land and livestock. A nationwide evangelism campaign called, “Jesus-All about Hope” is underway to reach all households in
New Zealand with the gospel message. The Fellowship of Christian Farmers, International NZ has been part of this campaign with
outreach exhibits at the Southern Field Days in Southland last February and at National Fieldays in June near Hamilton on the North
Island. 2470 people heard the gospel in the FCFI NZ tent this year.

A framed style tent , 3
m X 6 m, with six flags
representing countries
that attend National
Fieldays was used at this
year’s exhibit. FCFI NZ
had a great location at
a crossroads of traffic
with no neighboring
exhibitors beside us.
Our team of six Capernwray Bible School
students from Canada, New Zealand, and
Wisconsin in front of the FCFI NZ tent exhibit
at National Fieldays, June 11-14 in Hamilton.

Carrie Ireland, right, was our
team leader from Capernwray.
Carrie is from Te Awamutu, NZ
and is an intern with Capernwray
Bible School this semester. She is
seminary trained and is seeking
the Lord’s direction in her life
regarding how to serve Him.

This young lady and her husband visited the FCFI
NZ tent this year to tell us she accepted Christ in
the Fieldays tent last year. She and her husband
are growing in the Lord and are plugged into a
church recommended by Capernwray. It was
thrilling to hear her testimony.

One of the Capernwray lecture halls was converted
into a final wordless walking prep station. Final
sanding and the rawhide bracelets were tied onto
the walking sticks. Bundles of 25 sticks were taped
together for easy transport to the farm show.

Farmers in the Gordonton area
teamed up to cut 2400 walking sticks.
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FCF - CANADA

On any given weekend this summer, somewhere in Canada there was an FCF booth sharing the gospel, whether at a small country
fair or street festival with a few hundred visitors to our booth, or a large trade show like Expo Cité Québec or the International
Plowing Match where we share the gospel with thousands. What diversity in the people we spoke to: people of different ages
from many different religious and cultural backgrounds, yet all needing a Saviour. Our hearts were touched and encouraged by the
testimonies from our volunteers.
I’m sitting on the front balcony of my home at 7, in the evening sun,
reflecting back on the 4 incredible days I spent at the Agrifair (Abbotsford).
As we discussed when you were here, praise God, I’ve never seen
myself as a gunslinger for Jesus but was energized and excited about
His promises that His Word would not return void and His Gospel is the
power unto salvation.
It just staggers me that because we were faithful in doing our part,
sharing the Gospel to the thousands of people that got walking sticks,
bracelets, necklaces, hockey sticks or just a friendly smile, God will do
what He promised to do and who knows how many countless people
we will see in eternity because God graciously used us last weekend. To
Him be the glory!

International Plowing Match, Ivy, Ontario: One of our largest shows,
this exposition changes its venue every year - always somewhere in
the province of Ontario. This was the first event in Canada with an FCF
witness, starting in the year 2000 when Bill Brown brought a truckload
of sticks to Canada. This year 7,500 people came through our tent at
the five day-show.

Westerner Days, Red Deer, Alberta: FCFC members shared the
gospel with 650 people, including these three teens posing with
Donna Hegge (cowboy hat), FCFC director from Alberta.

Our Quebec fieldman, Sylvain Couture, reports: 2014 has kept us very busy:
more than 10 training sessions for volunteers in different areas of Québec,
where more than 50 churches were represented, and over 200 people
were trained, without counting the dozens who were trained through our
filmed training session that is on our French website. Over the past two
years, we place a lot of emphasis on training and we see the results in our
booths. Our volunteers arrive at the booth much better prepared now,
and not only is the Gospel presented more clearly, but with an attitude
inspired by the fruit of the spirit.
Our chapters are growing and maturing rapidly. We see the hand of
God accompanying and leading them in their mission consisting of Photo: Agricultural Fair, Saint-Hyacinthe, Quebec:
7000 people reached annually.
reaching the lost for Jesus. We can see that God uses FCFC not only as an
evangelization ministry, but also as a school for making disciples.
We are reaching a new generation who never heard about the Gospel or very little. By the end of the year we will have had a
booth in about 30 events, 4 of them for the first time. Amongst these, Expo Cité Québec in the town of Quebec City, an event
which attracts more than 300 000 visitors in 10 days.
In conclusion, the work continues to expand: more and more churches and Christians are getting involved, we reach more and
more people with the Gospel, and many Christians believe that we are involved in nothing less than a Spiritual Revival.
All the Glory goes to our Lord and Saviour!
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OCTOBER
3-5		
		
9-12		
		
11		
		
14-16		
		
25		
		
27-31		
		
29-31		
		

FCFI Farm Show & Calendar of Events view this calendar, and check for updates at www.fcfi.org
Ozark Fall Farmfest-Springfield, MO
Ken Werner		
479-856-4949
Riverton Fair-Riverton, CT
Bill Brown		
315-749-6823
Pedricktown Day-Pedricktown, NJ
Wayne Knerr
609-685-5246
Sunbelt Ag Expo-Moultrie, GA
Walter Powell
229-528-4561
Pumpkin Palooza-Danville, PA
Doc DeVoe		
570-204-2110
ECHO Mission Trip-Ft. Myers, FL
Bill Brown		
315-749-6823
National FFA Career Show-Louisville, KY
Dennis Schlagel
309-365-8710

NOVEMBER
3-8		
Reality Ranch-Zolfo Springs, FL
		
Bill Brown		
315-749-6823

11-13		
		

DECEMBER
2-4		
		
2-4		
		
9-11		
		
11-13		
		
16-18		
		
JANUARY
9-10		
		
10-17		
		

Willamette Valley Expo-Albany, OR
Bob Janzen		
503-868-7353

Peoria Farm Show-Peoria, IL
Dennis Schlagel
309-365-8710
Amarillo Farm Show-Amarillo, TX
Jerry Rice		
580-426-244
NE Power Farming Show-Lincoln, NE
Duane Reynolds
308-446-2468
Tulsa Farm Show-Tulsa, OK
Ken Werner		
479-856-4949
Indiana-Illinois Farm Show-Indianapolis, IN
Jeremy Stout
937-302-6482
KNID AgriFest-Enid, OK
Jerry Rice		
580-426-2442
South Texas Mission Trip
Deb Herrold		
219-733-2684

10-17		
		
13-15		
		
14-15		
		
22-25		
		
26-2/9		
		
27-29		
		
27-29		
		
28-30		
		

Pennsylvania Farm Show-Harrisburg, PA
Doc DeVoe		
570-458-9876
Fort Wayne Farm Show-Fort Wayne, IN
Randy Ehninger
574-272-6583
Nebraska Farm Show-Norfolk, NE
Don Walmsely
402-371-2489
Early Bird Sports Expo-Bloomsburg, PA
Doc DeVoe		
570-458-9876
Albania Mission Trip
George Holmes
607-387-6538
Northwest Ag Show-Portland, OR
Bob Janzen		
503-868-7353
Vermont Farm Show-Barre, VT (tentative)
Bill Brown		
315-749-6823
Sioux Falls Farm Show-Sioux Falls, SD
Martin Ellingson
605-847-4663

Join and Support FCFI: I/We would like to assist the mission of the Fellowship of Christian Farmers in presenting Jesus Chris as Lord
and Savior to farmers, farm families and the entire agricultural community.
I am interested in:

☐ More information about the ministry

I have a prayer request
Name
Address
Phone

☐ Farm shows in my area

☐ Praying for FCFI

City
Fax

State
E-mail

☐ Volunteer Opportunities

Zip

